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this furnished one. I know it was not the cause, but how to get the people to understand that point is the question. If I could see you I might make some suggestions. I see Wilkinson of the Tribune stands by you. You will do well to keep him posted up all the time. I will as soon as I get through some private legislation I have on my hands come down and see. I am confident that if you play your r6le well you will come out all right. I wish you would drop me a line and tell me how matters looked to you at Washington. You can well understand how anxious I am, as all the news I get is through the papers. Give Mrs. Butler my compliments, and say to her that I have ordered your portrait by Antrobus sent to her, which I wish her to accept as a token of my regard for her and as an acknowledgement of her many kindnesses. I could fhrnV of nothing that I preserved would be more acceptable than this painting.
Survey the whole field, watch every point, and find out if possible whether Stanton is not really at the bottom and Grant the tool. I have no fear but that in time we will come out all right. See as many of your friends as you can, and let them watch the corners. I am so d - m mad at the whole pack I can hardly behave prudently. My disposition is to make open war, but I don't believe that is best. Tell some of the young men to write me. God bless you.
Yours truly, J. W. SHAJFFEB
From General Butler to General Weitzel
Wn^AKDB, Jan'y 23, '65
MY DEAR WEITZEL. : Accept my sincere congratulations upon your happy marriage. Salute the bride for me, and say how happy Mrs. Butler and myself would be to see her at Lowell on your return to the Army.
I am afraid you have been annoyed lest I might possibly think that your advice at Fort Fisher was not such as I ought to have acted upon. Let me assure you that I have never in any moment, amid the delightful stream of obloquy which is pouring upon me, doubted the military sagacity of the advice you gave, or the propriety of my action under it.
Indeed, my friend, I am glad I was there to act as a shield to a young officer in a moment of fearful responsibility from the consequences of a proper act, which might have injured him in his profession but which cannot harm me who have a different one. The judgment of cool reason hereafter will